The Lincoln AP Essay represented one type of essay question you will find on the AP Language Exam (#1 below):
1. Analyze how an author’s rhetoric and/or style create meaning in a passage.

2. Analyze an author’s key point(s) in a passage and create an argumentative essay that discusses the strengths/weaknesses/validity of the author’s message.
3. Synthesize an argument of your own, based on multiple passages, all addressing a related subject matter.

Lincoln – Rhetorical Strategies (you do not have to have all of these…)
· Lament
· Reflection
· Parallelism
· Religious reference

· Inspirational speech
· Common vernacular
· Compare/Contrast
Do any other words fit? (You must make a list of these words—including those above—in your notebooks, and be prepared to use them on future essays.)

· Narration

· Point of view

· Exposition

· Description

· Cause and Effect

· Argument

· Persuasion

· Ethos

· Pathos

· Logos

· Tone
· Mood

· Syntax

· Diction
· Denotation

· Connotation

· Colloquialism

· Figurative Language

· Literal Language

· Alliteration

· Metaphor

· Simile

· Imagery

· Hyperbole

· Satire

· Theme and Motif

· Litotes*
· Allegory

*LI-toe-teez - An understatement in which an affirmative is expressed by negating its opposite. Samples – “School wasn’t bad.” “I am not amused.” “for life’s not a paragraph; And death I think is no parenthesis” (cummings, “since feeling is first”). “I’m not doing this for my health” (O.J. Simpson, in a paid appearance at a horror comic book convention).
You must go beyond memorizing the definitions of these words: you only ‘know’ them if you can use them in context.
